Sturgeon Pembina Hockey League
2011-2012 General Meeting

August 28, 2011
Attendance

	Name
	Association
	Position Held

	Steve Westgate
	Hinton Minor Hockey
	Vice President

	Doug Steffes
	Athabasca Minor Hockey
	SPHL Rep

	Brent McCartney
	Edson
	

	Lisa McCartney
	Edson
	Past President

	Owen Gourley
	Slave Lake
	President

	Alex Gann
	Sturgeon Pembina
	Treasurer

	Brad Sakowich
	Sturgeon Pembina
	Vice President

	Don Moon
	Sturgeon Pembina
	President

	Tom McLean
	Whitecourt
	President

	Chuck Barker
	Jasper
	Hockey Director

	Tanis Blocka
	Slave Lake
	

	Steve Munt
	Mayerthorpe
	League Representative

	Brian Starman
	Sangudo
	President

	Lori Matthews
	High Prairie
	President

	Sandford Gaudrier
	High Prairie
	Vice President

	Murray Summers
	Hockey Alberta
	Mgr Development

	Scott Berry
	Swan Hills
	Registrar, RIC

	George Vanberg
	ICB Schedulers
	


1. Call to Order – Meeting called to order at 10:05 am by Don Moon

Additions to the agenda

11a. Proposed Expansion
11b. Hitting to the head

2. Agenda adopted as presented

Motion made by Owen Gourley– Slave Lake

Seconded  by Edson

3. AGM Minutes

Motion made to accept minutes as accepted – Whitecourt

Seconded by Sangudo

4. Presidents Report - Don Moon President: this will be his last year as President, he will be resigning in April.  His email address will be changing, look for his new address on the website.  Only presidents or designated representatives are to phone with him with issues.

5. Vice-Presidents Report – Brad Sakowich: Is anticipating a great season for Sturgeon Pembina Hockley League
6. Director Coordinator- Position is open

This position organizes the directors, handles the website and the league cannot start without this position being filled.

       7.  Financial – Treasurer

· Completion of a budget has been held off until more decisions are made about what will be happening within the league, see attached Treasurer Report

· The fines/penalties costs program can be used by the associations, contact the treasurer for details.

· Last season there was an increase of 3636.15 to the main account.  The treasurer does not like to see money left over, and suggestions on how to reduce this are accepted.

Motion made to adopt treasurers report – Sangudo

Seconded by Jasper

9.  Old Business

9a – Secretary Position Nominations – Tanis Blocka of Slave Lake, all in attendance in favour 
9b- Director Co-ordinator Position – has to be an non-executive member of your local association

9c  - Carry-over Suspensions – there was supposed to be a list sent from the league presidents to Don, it is the local associations responsibility to make sure all end of year suspensions are being followed.

9d. – Over-Age Criteria – There have been no applications received, we follow Hockey Alberta criteria and have criteria within SPHL.  SPHL Executive decide on each individual case.  

9e. – Probationary Members – Slave Lake has asked High Prairie to join the league, they have similar travel issues and their hockey numbers are lowering because of the travel.  They would have two teams in each division and two female teams.  High Prairie has tiered teams in Atom.  HP girls teams were Atom/Peewee and Bamtam/Midget combined.  Motion made to accept HJP into Sturgeon Pembina East as a probationary member– Motion made by Edson and Seconded by Swan Hills.  All in attendance in favour.  
9e (con’t) Leave of Absence

Barrhead is on a leave of absence.
Boyle is on a leave of absence.
Evansburg is on a leave of absence.
Plamondon is on a leave of absence.
Westlock is on a leave of absence.
9e (con’t) Sturgeon Pembina has had difficulty with associations putting teams in the league and then pulling them out year to year.  SPHL would like to see that after one year of a leave of absence, that the bonds are returned to the associations.  It is in the constitution that after one year the money is to be returned, members on a Leave of Absense still have a voting right on how the league runs.

9e (con’t) Bonds

The bond for Onoway, Westlock, and Thorhild need to be returned.

10 New Business
10a.  Important Dates – Meetings: Sept 18, 2011, January 8, 2012, February 19, 2012 and April 8, 2012 (AGM) all meetings are 10am at Millar Training Centre in Whitecourt.

· Association teams will have to be in Sept 18.  There is no double A in SPHL, they will only be offering tier 2 – A Level from Midget down to Atom.

· If an association misses more than one meeting there are fines.

10b- Review of Constitution Changes is available on the website.  Bylaws have not changed, but there is a new policy and procedure.  There need to be two more readings before it can be sent off to Hockey Alberta for final review.

10c- League Commitments and Numbers

	Association
	Midget
	Bantam
	Peewee
	Atom
	Novice
	Female Atom/Peewee
	Female

Bantam/Midget

	Athabasca
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	
	

	Edson
	2
	2
	4
	3
	0
	*
	1

	Fox Creek
	1
	0?
	0
	1
	1
	
	

	Hinton
	1 or 2
	1
	2
	3
	0
	
	

	Jasper
	1
	?
	1
	1
	0
	
	1

	Mayerthorpe
	1
	1?
	1
	1
	1
	*
	

	Sangudo
	1
	0
	?
	1 or 2
	1
	*
	

	Slave Lake
	1
	1
	1
	2
	2
	
	1

	Swan Hills
	0
	0
	1
	1
	1
	
	

	Whitecourt
	3
	3
	3
	3
	4
	*
	

	High Prairie
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	*
	1


· Whitecourt mentioned the possibility of tiering Novice, there was no association commitment for tiering at this level.
· Female League – The possibility of having a female league with the Atom/Peewee females vs the possibility of placing the teams in the Atom league tiered.
· Female Leagues – there is some decisions to be made about the where the teams will play.  Some of the teams are trying to find a different option because they were unhappy with how the league was last year.  
· Grande Cache – Wanted the possibility of entering a couple of teams into the league, they are interested in the potential of entering older teams.  In the Midget/Bamtam leagues they will be tiered and you play where you fit in.  Jasper will continue to talk to them
10d. Directors

Last year Hinton really stepped up with a list of directors.  We will need directors as soon as we can.  If all communites can come up with a director, we will have enough.

11b – Hitting to the Head – This is a big deal, and we need to be leaders as a league and say there is no more hits to the head.  As a league we need to emphasize there will be no leeway with this rule, the league will be supporting this rule completely.  There are minimum suspension guidelines provided by Hockey Alberta, but that doesn’t mean we as a league can’t add more timelines to the suspension.   Updates to rule changes will be provided on the SPHL website.  Strongly recommend all parents, players, and coaches watch the video.

11a – Proposed Expansion of SPHL

See attached document titled Proposed Expansion of the 2011-2012 SPHL West League “Draft”
The goal is how do we keep kids in hockey and provide them a place to play.

· Novice - Potential to run three divisions – North, West and East

· Atom – Possible to play Atom A in East and West  Potential to play some teams four times, and then you would play the other division two times.  Season will seem shorter, there will be weekends open.  Interleague tournaments are a good solution for the reduction in travel.   Decisions need to be made by Sept 18.  
Brad proposes he will change the “Draft” and email it to all associations for the potential to change the league design.  By Sept 5 all issues will need to be emailed back to Brad, and a final decision will be made Sept 18.  Motion Made by Brad, Seconded by Slave Lake.
Additional Issues

Tiering – it is up to the membership what happens with tiering. 
Tiering possibilities

a.  Tournaments

b.  Exhibition Games

Tiering – Peewee B/C,  there is very little need for tiering, the possibility to have a couple of exhibition games.  

Ice Scheduler George will contact all of the associations ice schedulers for all of the ‘A’ ice.  The schedule will start after October 14, 2011.  He will ask schedulers if associations could host a tiering tournament.
12.  Next meeting Sept 18

13.  Meeting adjourned at 12:25pm by Don Moon
